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I suspect that this is the 
first change of editor 
since the original Society 
was formed. I think we 

all agree that John Bennett has done a marvel-
lous job. Take a bow, John. 
After a couple of issues with me alongside, he 
has handed over the editorial scissors in order 
to give him more time for the public relations 
side of the Trust. Fear not for you shall con-
tinue to read his words in every issue and I 
trust that he, like me, will not pull any 
punches! . 
 
I have been a SR member for the past six years 
or so, a past member of the Leighton Buzzard 
Railway and a current member of the Lynton 
& Barnstable so you may guess that the Nar-
row Gauge is in my blood. It has been that 
way since getting caught in a traffic jam on the 
Cob at Porthmadog some 30-odd years ago 
and seeing Mountainer with a rake of vintage 
coaches go past. I was hooked on the spot! I 
model in live steam, 16mm scale (very close to 
the scale of Frank Clarke’s superb model fea-
tured in recent magazines) but, to my shame, 
my first modelling love is for the Leek & 
Manifold Valley Light Railway and I have no 
Southwold models - yet.  
 
As a regular volunteer in the Railway Shop I 
have had the honour of meeting many of our 
supporters and am convinced that we doing the 
right thing by trying to revive the SR. A glance 
at the latest steam railway press show how we 
have the right idea: the Lynton & Barnstable 
with their £30M(!) plan to rebuild all the way 
back into Lynton, providing a park-and-ride 
facility for that popular seaside town (ring any 
bells?) and proposals to rebuild the Glyn Val-
ley Tramway which have the full support of 
the local council who appreciate the potential 
advantages for the area. In my opinion, a large 

part of our failure to secure agreement to the 
planning proposals was not due to any short-
comings in the plans - David Negus has done 
an excellent job there - but a lack of apprecia-
tion of how dirty the opposition could play. 
Naturally, we would not stoop to their levels - 
we don’t need to as we know our proposals are 
sound and sensible - but in the future we do 
need a higher public profile to be able to win 
round the doubters, public and councillors 
with  facts  and  not  let them be swayed by 
rumour, mis-information and downright lies! 
It is a sad and unfortunate fact that virtually 
none of  the opposition have ever visited us in 
the shop to speak to us face to face, to air their 
doubts and opinions and allow us to try and 
reassure them that we are not a load of ‘grown 
men playing trains’. The ironic reality is that, 
come the day, we shall probably need to em-
ploy people to run the trains while we do the 
paperwork! 
 
The shop is a great asset to the Trust as it gives 
us a public face in the High Street and shows 
that we have not run away to hide after losing 
the first round. All our supporters have urged 
us to continue so I fully endorse Graham’s 
plea on page 14 for more volunteers to keep 
the shop open. 
 
Finally, like all editors I must stress that this is 
YOUR newsletter, so I welcome YOUR con-
tribution , by snail-mail to the shop or e-mail 
via the website, whilst thanking our regular 
contributors. 
 
All the best, 
 
See you on the Christmas Walk! 
 
JR 

 Introducing your new editor 



 

The autumnal mellow-
ness lingers on a bit as I 
write although once the 

clocks changed the evenings  shifted into win-
ter mode. But first, my thanks to John Ridgway 
who has taken over the assembly of this noble 
journal and hence eased my workload with 
which, as you all know, I struggle. This means 
you might actually get the newsletter within the 
month that it says on the cover and I am very 
grateful to him. Thanks of course to our usual 
contributors, Ian Bunting, Alan Taylor, Gra-
ham Thurston and Geoff Crabb. And not to 
forget Graham Cross, who deserves a special 
mention not only for his reports but for attend-
ing all the Track Walks however dire the 
weather.    
 

The Project 
Most of the news is covered elsewhere herein, 
but what, I am continually being asked, is go-
ing on vis a vis the re-instatement project. We 
are still regirding our loins for the next round, 
but there have been a couple of interesting mat-
ters to which our attention has been addressed. 
Recently, one of the railway cottages at Wen-
haston came on the market and it included the 
site of the old Wenhaston Station. David Negus 
and I got a bit excited about this and went to 
look at this to see whether there was any possi-
bility of involvement. The cost of it all was 
£230,000 which is not a sum we could raise 
quickly, if at all, whilst any sort of interim use 
of the site would come up against the planning 
authority’s designation of  “area in which de-
velopment is to be resisted”. So, sadly, we 
could not really see any way that it could help 
us. I am not sure if it is still on the market but, 
should any member be interested, it is a nice 
little listed cottage and Flicks in Halesworth 
were dealing with it.  
As you know our focus is to get a section of 
track down somewhere, however short, and get 

a locomotive running on it, in the manner of 
the Mid Suffolk I guess. Hence the Loco Fund 
(see page 7). This project is pending a new 
application, not via the planning route, for a 
complete Halesworth to Southwold line, which 
may be designated “infrastructure” and thus be 
considered under new arrangements shortly to 
come through the system. But another possibil-
ity has come up and I am sorry but, for the mo-
ment, I must keep it under wraps. Suffice to 
say that I have, in true Baldric tradition, a Cun-
ning Plan and, if I can make the idea work, 
which I think I can, then I will tell you all 
about it in, hopefully, the next issue. 
 

New Members 
Once again, the Board extends a very warm 
welcome to our new members. They are, this 
time: 
Richard Chaffe - Tunbridge Wells 
Margaret Bleasdale - Harrogate 
Trevor Scott - Shardlow 
Robert Powell - Northampton 
 

Christmas Track Walk 
Blythburgh to Southwold. 
 

Hope to see you all again at the Christmas 
Track Walk at Blythburgh Station site at 10:30 
on Saturday 29th December. For the benefit of 
new members, this is a jolly event, not overly 
strenuous, which terminates at La Maison Ben-
nett and involves a certain amount of  Festive 
Fare (i.e. what’s left of the turkey). Please let 
me kno w,  p re ferab l y  by emai l 
(mail@johnbennettarchitect.co.uk) or contact 
Maureen as usual if you are intending to come.  
 
John Bennett,  Nov 4th , 2007 
 
P.S. Jane and I are just off to Venice on the 
Orient Express (always my model for the new 

John B’s ramblings... 



1.  Welcome Address by David Negus 
(President) 
 

2.  Minutes of last Meeting of the 
Southwold Railway Society.  These 
were approved, proposed by Alastair 
Macfarlane and seconded by Alan Tay-
lor. 
 

3.        Chairman’s Report  (Printed in 
issue 53) 
 

4.  Treasurer’s Report.  Those attend-
ing were provided with Income and Ex-
penditure Accounts and Balance Sheets 
for 2nd August 2006 to 30th June 2007 and 
for 1st July to 1st August 2006.   In the ab-
sence of Len Harris, the Chairman read 
out the following report on his behalf.   
‘Regrettably I am unable to attend the 
AGM this year but I am pleased to report 
that the change from a society to a com-
pany has gone smoothly. At the years end 
the Trust has liquid assets of £5,007. 00.   
However, claims for the production costs 
and postage amounting to £450.00 for the 
May Newsletter were not received in 
time to be included in the accounts and 
the true figure for liquid assets should be 
£4,557.00. Of this figure, £4000.00 is be-
ing held in reserve to cover any expenses 
which might be incurred for future devel-
opments. The Trust’s day to day ex-
penses and newsletter production costs 
are covered by the Members subscrip-
tions and it is hoped that once our gift aid 
claim has been agreed we will have fur-
ther funds available for use on future pro-
jects.’ The Accounts and Report were ap-
proved, proposed by Graham Thurston  
and seconded by Simon Wright. 

5.         Elections to Board. All directors 
were required to retire but each one was 
willing to be re-elected. Geoffrey Crabb 
was elected as Chairman, proposed by 
Steward Green, seconded by Alastair 
Macfarlane. Len Harris was elected as 
Treasurer, proposed by John Nicholl and 
seconded by John Ridgway. Maureen 
Cooksey was elected a Company Secre-
tary, proposed by John Ridgway and sec-
onded by Brian Bailey. 
John Bennett, David Lee, Alastair 
Macfarlane, David Negus and Graham 
Thurston were elected as directors by 
unanimous decision of the members pre-
sent. 
 
6.         Resolution.    ‘The Board be 
authorised to grant Life Membership to 
members, other than serving directors, 
who have made significant contributions 
to the Trust and/or the former Society’.   
This was approved, proposed by Simon 
Wright and seconded by Brian Bailey. 
 
7.         Auditor .  D. Godfrey was ap-
pointed as auditor, proposed by David 
Negus and seconded by Graham 
Thurston.  
 
8.   Any Other Business.  None had been 
previously notified to the Chairman and 
this part of the meeting was devoted to 
general discussion.  Points which came 
up were the attraction of laying track 
from Blythburgh westward to 
Halesworth, where there was more sup-
port for the line.   It was accepted that the 
huge cost of providing the required envi-
ronmental surveys made it unwise to pro-

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
HELD AT THE ELECTRIC PICTURE PALACE, 

SOUTHWOLD ON SATURDAY 4 TH AUGUST 2007 



the Board should continue to explore more 
modest schemes which in future might be ex-
tended.   The Henham Park and Ride site 
might be suitable if the land owner was ame-
nable.  Progress at the Southwold end was rec-
ognised as being difficult not least because of 
the objections of local residents who were an-
tagonistic to any scheme which might encour-
age more visitors.   There was support for the 
reintroduction of other modest projects such as 
the restoration of the Walberswick Station seat 
and the provision of information plaques along 
the original track bed where this is now a pub-
lic path. 
 

8.   The meeting concluded with the showing 
of a film. 
 
9.   Those present (in order of signing in)  
G. Crabb (who chaired the meeting),  
C. Draycott, A. Macfarlane, M. Cooksey, I. 
Bunting, D. Bickell, B. Austin, T. Heaps, E. 
Heaps, J. Ridgway, A. Taylor, J. Oxley, P. 
Mulley, M. Evershed, D. Negus, J. Bennett, N. 
Wright, S. Wilson, J. Nichols, G. Thurston, C. 
Vickeredge, D. Lee, M. Brown, D. Brand, D. 
Bunkell,  G. Cross, D. Smith,  S. Green, T. 
Kelsall, B. Bailey.  
 
Apologies.   S. Pain.   M. Bussell.   A. Gosling. 

LLLLetters   etters   etters   etters   Two recent queries: 
 

Hello John, 
Do you or anyone have any information/evidence as to how the swing bridge was operated 
(either the original or its replacement)? 
I don't mean the rules regarding operation that David Lee alluded to recently, nor so much the 
detail of the keys, locks, bolts, wedges or whatever physically restrained it, but rather the means 
of it being physically opened and closed (although a description of the overall process would be 
interesting). 
There is a suggestion it was done manually by men hauling on rope lines attached to the end (or 
ends) - or possibly by winch(es). Also is there any information on the form of the bearing the 
swing span pivoted on? 
Finally, is there any local recollection of it being called 'The Jam Pot' bridge, an allusion to the 
circular central caisson? 
Regards as ever, 
Mike Bootman 
 
In Sept 2004 my wife and I walked the track bed from the White Hart towards Walberwick and 
soon saw, quite readily, the short section of track still extant as per photo on your website. How-
ever, we walked the same section last weekend and despite us both looking intently, we just 
could not locate it. 
Can a member or someone in the know confirm that it is still there please? Hopefully it is just 
overgrown with plant life or maybe it has been removed for preservation elsewhere. We do hope 
that, heaven forbid, it has not been stolen!  I note with surprise that  there is no mention of it in 
the green 'Track Walks' booklet.  If it is still there, is there a means of pinpointing it or alterna-
tively could we told the approx number of yards it is situated from the gate to the track/footpath 
which is just down the path from the White Hart. 
Many thanks, 
John Carwardine 
 
Can anybody out there help please? - JR 



September Track Walk 
by Graham Cross 
 
On the 22nd September we had our tradi-
tional track walk from Wenhaston to 
Blythburgh. It was a calm, dry day, just 
the opposite from the May walk. Seven of 
us met at Wenhaston:-  Dave & Ellie 
Smith, Stuart & Sue Green, Maureen 
Cooksey, John Ridgway and myself. It 
was pleasant: the ground was firm as we 

walked round the houses, over the stile, 
up by the end bungalow, across the fields 
past the small hidden pond then by the 
cottages and on to the track bed. We were 
able to walk a fair distance on the track 
bed as the gate was open for us to go fur-
ther along the old route by Laurel Farm. 
We then diverted to cross the river and 
over the stile into the field with the large 
pond. We were unable to walk on the of-
ficial footpath on the right hand side of 
the pond as all the cows had congregated 
there so we proceeded on the left side. 
Then we walked across the old track bed 
and along the road to the sewage pump-
ing station then continued along the track 
bed with loads of blackberries on the way 
into Blythburgh station, passing the old 
coal shed that is still standing. Then 
across the A12 and into the White Hart 
for a very enjoyable lunch. Afterwards 
we said our farewells and we are looking 
forward to our next planned walk at 
Christmas. 

LLLLOCO FUNDOCO FUNDOCO FUNDOCO FUND    
Many thanks to all those who have con-
tributed so far, especially Mollie Brown, 
Andrew Davies and Michael Johnson 
who generously enclosed extra cheques 
with their subscription renewals. If you 
would like to contribute, please make 
your cheque payable to Southwold Rail-
way Trust (Loco Fund) and send it to the 
shop. Every little helps!  
 

CLUB NIGHTSCLUB NIGHTSCLUB NIGHTSCLUB NIGHTS    
It is regrettable that we have had little 
support for Club Nights at the shop so the 
final one will be on November 28th at 
7.30pm. 
 
HENHAM STEAM RALLYHENHAM STEAM RALLYHENHAM STEAM RALLYHENHAM STEAM RALLY    
In a last minute change of plan, we took the 

editorial caravan to Henham Steam Rally on 
15th and 16th September. As expected, this 
was a very enjoyable event which raised use-
ful funds and, more importantly, provided 
good publicity for the Trust. Next year we 
intend to offer the event as a chance for all 
members to get together. Public camping is 
available at very cheap rates and there will 
always be refreshments available at the cara-
van. An ideal chance to meet up with other 
members. More details in following issues.  



 

ALAN  TAYLOR’S  

ALBUM 

 
On Southwold 
Common the track 
ran through a deep 
cutting. This was 
an inconvenience 
to the golfers get-
ting from one part 
of the course to 
the next hole. A 
footbridge was 
erected across the 
cutting to over-
come this. The 
main material 
used was lengths 
of spare rail. 

 

 
 

A view across 
the footbridge. 
The decking 
appears to be 
concrete with 
the railings 
f a b r i c a t e d 
from strips of 
wrought iron 
or steel. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Seen from the footbridge, a train from Walberswick is entering the cutting. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The view from the swing bridge looking back towards Southwold. The cutting 
can just be made out in the distance. The ballast is a mixture of gravel and sand. 



 
The River Blyth was navigable hence the Southwold Railway Company was obliged to 
cross the river by a swing bridge. This is the original bowstring structure with a swing-
ing span of 146 feet. 
 

 
A mixed train from Halesworth runs onto the original swing bridge. 



‘The Halesworth Times and Southwold 
General Advertiser, to give it its full title, 
continued to report on local matters of in-
terest in respect of the Great War. On the 
15th September it reported, ‘Last week all 
the members of the F (Halesworth) Com-
pany 4th B.S.R. [4th Battalion Suffolk Regi-
ment] who have volunteered for Foreign 
Service, were granted a 48 hours leave of 
absence to bid farewell to their friends. 
The men appeared to have benefitted for 
[sic] the military training, and enthusiastic 
scenes were witnessed at Halesworth Rail-
way Station on their departure, a large 
gathering of townspeople giving them a 
hearty send-off.’ 
 
In the same issue under the striking head-
line, ‘COURT MARTIAL AT BEC-
CLES – A lieutenant of the Irish Guards 
was court-martialled, whilst at a Special 
Petty sessions a farmer, an airman visiting 
Southwold and a Southwold solicitor were 
prosecuted for an offence under the De-
fence of the Realms Act. They had circu-
lated a false report that a German airship 
had come down in Shadingfield and that 
two men had escaped. All four men were 
arrested in Southwold on Thursday last 
and held in custody until Saturday. They 
were discharged with a caution and the of-
ficer returned to his regiment.’ 

On the 22nd September the newspaper car-
ried details of another wartime change, 
‘SPECIAL CONSTABLES FOR EAST 
SUSSEX.’ These were to be appointed by 
local magistrates. The duties of these new 
constables included ‘watching and protect-
ing railway and telephone lines, railway 
stations, railway and river bridges…’ 
 

In the same edition the newspaper reported 
under the title ‘IMPROVED LOCAL 
TRAIN SERVICE – The following letter has 
been received by Messrs. Cross, Ram & Sons 
from the General Manager of the Gt. Eastern 
Railway Co., in response to the Petition for-
warded to the Company in May last as to the 
local train service:- Liverpool Street Station, 
London, E.C. 17th September 1914. Dear Sirs, 
Further to my letter of May 5th I have pleasure 
to inform you that this Company’s Main Line 
and Branch Line train services have now been 
thoroughly considered and a large number of 
alterations will appear in our October Time Ta-
ble. The point raised by your Petitioners with 
regard to a better train service from Yarmouth 
and Lowestoft in the morning, calling at 
Halesworth about 10 a.m. has been borne in 
mind, and whilst it has been found impractica-
ble to stop the 8.20 a.m. ex Yarmouth at 
Halesworth as suggested, arrangements have 
been made for a train to run as under:- 
    Yarmouth (South Town) dep   10.00 am 
    Lowestoft ……………….dep   10.13 am 
    Halesworth  …………….arr   10.57 am 
                      Yours truly H. W. Thornton’ 

 

 

 

 

SOUTHWOLD   

 

 

 

 
SOUTHWOLD   RAILWAY   INCIDENTS 

         in the Year 1914 (part 2) 
by Ian Bunting 



  

 
From the Halesworth Times of 27th Octo-
ber, ‘SOUTHWOLD – RETIREMENT OF 
GUARD WRIGHT – We learn that Mr. 
Arthur E. Wright, the veteran guard on 
the Southwold Railway, is retiring from 
that position at the end of the present 
week. Mr. Wright has been connected 
with the Company since the opening of the 
line in 1879, his period of service thus 
extending over 35 years. His genial dispo-
sition and the courteous and attentive 
manner in which he has, during his 
lengthened service, carried out his duties, 
have won the respect and esteem not only 
of local patrons of the line, but of thou-
sands throughout the United Kingdom 
who have visited Southwold. We are 
pleased to note that a suggestion has been 
made by Alderman J. J. Mayhew that 
some tangible recognition should be made 
of appreciation of his services, and that it 
has been decided to open a subscription 
list for that purpose. Miss Hatton of the 
Station Hotel, Southwold, has kindly un-
dertaken to receive subscriptions, and we 
heartily commend this to our readers as a 
most worthy object, and trust that a gen-
erous response will be made to the ap-
peal.’ 
 
 

There was also a GER staff change at 
Halesworth station announced in the 
newspaper on 17th November, ‘We are 
pleased to note that Mr. E. R. Rowland 
has been appointed Station Master at 
Halesworth in succession to Mr. C. E. 
Jervis. Mr. Rowland has been Station 
Master at Ingatstone for the past 17 
years, and it will be remembered that 
some 25 years since he was for about 4 
years Chief Clerk at Halesworth Goods 
Station. In those days Mr. Rowland was 
an enthusiastic footballer and played in 
the Halesworth team which won the Suf-
folk Junior Cup in 1891. The many friends 
he then made will welcome him back, and 
all will heartily wish him every success in 
his new appointment.’ 
 
Finally, on the 1st December the newspa-
per again reported on the issue of the 
Mid-Suffolk Light Railway, ‘At the quar-
terly meeting of the East Suffolk County 
Council held at Ipswich on Tuesday, 
Councillor G. J. Gostling complained that 
the Finance Committee had not made ap-
plication to the Light Railway Commis-
sioners to complete the Mid-Suffolk Light 
Railway to Halesworth, and on his propo-
sition, the matter was referred back to the 
Committee.’  

Christmas cards by Joe 
Crowfoot and Bert Collins. 
Priced individually, and in 
packs of 5 and 10. Call the 
shop or e-mail for details. 

 

 

Christmas gift ideas from the 

Southwold Railway Shop 

 

  



 

WEBSITE NEWS 

Latest additions on the website are the 
Travel Club Photo Albums, currently 
showing Dave Smith's rail trip around 
Switzerland and highlights from Sue & 
Stewart Green's 2005 holiday on the Isle of 
Man. Also in the pipeline is an album fea-
turing the Southwold railway in model 

form! If you have digital photos of other 
rail holidays you have done, or of your own 
miniature version of the Southwold Rail-
way, do get in touch with Stewart Green 
either via the Railway Shop or the website 
and we'll see if it is possible to include your 
photos and captions.   

Several members got together earlier this 
year to plan a trip across Europe and Rus-
sia by train. The trip would take us from 
London by Vladivostok entirely by train – 
half way round the world on four trains! 
From this meeting was born the idea for an 
informal group of SRT members to help 
each other explore the world's railways – 
the SRT Travel Club. It even has its own 
section of the website (http://www.
southwoldrailway.co.uk/travel/index.php). 
Several of the group have experience of 
leading groups abroad and have contacts 
within the travel trade for booking tickets 
etc.  
 
The first trip we have planned is from Lon-
don to Vladivostok in April or May 2008. 
It is not too late if you wish to join us on 
this trip. At this point in time the estimated 
cost will be around £1500 each.  
 
We are now working on ideas for two less 
demanding trips. One idea is to explore the 

trains of Switzerland and David Smith has 
contributed a fascinating account of his re-
cent Swiss Trip on the website (31 photos 
and a detailed and interesting commentary) 
and we also thought it might be fun to take 
a group to Vienna and Budapest by train. If 
you would like to be kept informed about 
the progress of our plans please visit the 
website,  emai l  us at:  travel-
club@southwoldrailway.co.uk or contact 
us via the Railway Shop. 
 
 We would love to hear about your own 
railway travel stories and perhaps add 
them to our travel photo albums!. In par-
ticular we want to hear about railway trips 
you would like to do if you had some help 
and a friendly group to travel with. These 
could be anything from UK trips to jour-
neys on railways on the other side of the 
world! 
 

Southwold Railway Travel ClubSouthwold Railway Travel ClubSouthwold Railway Travel ClubSouthwold Railway Travel Club    



NNNNEWS FROM EWS FROM EWS FROM EWS FROM 

THE SHOP THE SHOP THE SHOP THE SHOP     

 
 
by Graham Thurston  
 
First of all, an apology if 
you suffered deja-vu 
when reading the last 
shop news. Somehow an 

earlier edition got a second run. 
 
As we continue to come to terms with the 
recent disappointment, activity in the shop 
is continuous. A steady stream of our sup-
porters come through the door, and some 
are moved to express their dismay at the 
undemocratic refusal of the planning per-
mission. Perhaps you should change the 
brewery you patronise. 
 
With the height of the summer season 
there are plenty of people around, al-
though not all want to spend their money. 
Silly them, as we now have a new range of 
top quality mugs, fridge magnets and 
cards for all occasions. Especially wel-
come are the Christmas cards, and gifts for 
all ages, We even have Joe Crowfoot 
prints of non-railway subjects, so no-one 
need be left out. All this in addition to the 
constantly changing stock of books and 
magazines. 
 
Currently in the shop, and soon to be run-
ning is Frank Clarke’s wonderful model of 
No 1, as seen in the last issue. The plan is 
that it will be running in the window, and 
visitors can put a coin in a slot to see it 
work: we all have to do our bit for the 
Loco Fund! 
 
 

On a happier note, a lady recently visited 
Brian Bailey in the shop who turned out to 
be the Great-Great Niece of A C Pain, 
who you will not need telling, was the first 
Chief Engineer of the Railway. The family 
are clearly proud of their ancestor, and of 
course, are on our side. 
 
 The shop has been presented with 4 
bound volumes of 'Railway World'. Each 
volume contains 12 issues of the maga-
zine - one volume for each year from 1966 
to 1969. This period covers the end of the 
British steam era and contains many fasci-
nating articles, including the end of Steam 
in the Wirral, and both the closure and the 
re-opening of the Isle of Man Steam Rail-
way. An absorbing read for the serious 
enthusiast, we would be happy to receive 
offers from anyone interested in owning 
these informative books. Get in touch with 
us if you're interested. 
 
Once again renewed requests for your help 
in staffing the shop. As membership con-
tinues to rise, there must be more people 
who can do a few hours, it really is a 
pleasant task. The simple fact is that we 
take money when the shop is open, and, of 
course, we do not when we are not open. 
If we want the shop to continue, it has to 
be staffed, so please find it in your heart to 
help out. 
 
Finally, somewhere nearby you should see 
a photo of a model I recently acquired. 
(See the front cover - JR.) It is a prototype 
by Golden Arrow of a six-wheel Moy 
wagon in O-16.5. A lucky find as I re-
cently scratch-built a loco in the same 
scale. 
 
All the best for now, and for Christmas. 
 



And finally... 
By Geoffrey Crabb 

When Charles Dickens was born in 1811 there were no passenger rail-
ways and both he and the characters in his early novels moved around 
on foot, horseback, cart or stagecoach.  Such was the railway mania in 
the middle of the century that by the time he died 59 years later the 
main railway structure was in place and he used it frequently on his nu-
merous speaking tours and wrote a number of short stories with a rail-
way theme. 
 
He was unlucky enough to be involved in several railway adventures 
including a serious accident on 9th June 1865 when returning to London 
from Paris with his mistress Ellen Ternan and her mother. He had al-
ready ditched his wife but, with his high public profile, needed the pres-
ence of  Mrs Ternan to preserve the veneer of respectability. At this pe-
riod the arrival time of the cross channel ferry was dependent on the 
tide at Folkestone so the timetable of the boat trains varied from day to 
day and were thus called ‘tidals’. On the very straight stretch between 
Ashford and Tonbridge the line crosses the river Beult, really only a 
stream, at three places between the villages of Staplehurst and Head-
corn. On the day Dickens was travelling one of the bridges was being 
repaired requiring the rails and supporting timbers to be removed. The 
gang foreman made a two hour mistake in reading the timetable and 
also failed to observe safety rules with the result that the train arrived at 
the bridge at 30 m.p.h. The engine and tender jumped the 42 foot gap to 
the other side but the coach in which the Dickens’ party was travelling 
hung vertically still attached to the tender by the coupling. The follow-
ing coaches fell into the river and although only a ten foot drop the 
flimsy construction of the period resulted in ten deaths although Dick-
ens and his companions were unhurt. 
 
Dickens wrote a graphic account of the accident and especially his own 
contribution in tending to the injured and dying. He continued to travel 
by train but always as a nervous passenger, avoiding expresses, and it is 
believed that the experience contributed to his early death. This oc-
curred on the fifth anniversary of the crash on 9th June 1870. 
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The Journal of the Southwold Railway Trust 

Southwold Railway Shop 
27 High Street, Southwold IP18 6AD 

Tel: 01502 725422  
(now with answerphone) 

 
 

 Please send any orders to the shop, with a cheque payable to the Southwold Railway 
Shop, and allowing 10% of the cost to cover P&P (min £1). All orders will be grate-
fully received . 
 
BLUEPRINT FOR A RAILWAY -  £7.50 members (otherwise £10)  

The details of the Phase 1 proposal— Henham Park to Southwold Pier 
 

SOUTHWOLD RAILWAY & BLYTH VALLEY WALK  £5    The 
well- received guide to walking the trackbed (or adjacent footpaths) with details of the railway, wildlife and 

a complete list, with locations,  of all SR features extant or disappeared.    
 

THE SOUTHWOLD RAILWAY CHILDREN   £9.95 
Book of reminiscences of people who travelled, as children, on the SR. Many original and previously un-

published photographs and drawings.  
 

BRANCH LINE TO SOUTHWOLD  £14.95 
The excellent Mitchell & Smith book. Hardback 

 

RAILS TO SOUTHWOLD  DVD  £16.95 
Special offer - VHS for only £10.00 

 - the 30 min Hillside film of the SR including early newsreel footage of the line 
 

THE HERONRY PRINT  -  Special Offer  - only £5! 
Peter Green's excellent painting on an A2 size landscape format print 

showing SR train between Blythburgh and Walberswick (Posted rolled in a tube) 
. 

JOE CROWFOOT POSTCARDS  £9 
Set of 18 full colour postcards each containing a charming SRy watercolour  

 

SOUTHWOLD RAILWAY GAME  - £12.95 
Entertaining SR board game 

  

BACK ISSUES  OF NEWSLETTER  £2.50 
 

SECOND HAND RAILWAY BOOKS: see website 
RAILWAY MUGS—£5   SRS BADGE £3 


