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This edition is even later than 
usual but for a good reason. We 
have been working hard on putting 
together the drawings  and text for 
planning applications to Waveney 
and Suffolk District Councils. This 
has involved a great deal of work 
but we submitted the applications 

last weekend. 
This is the cover of the 92 page A4 
size book which we have submit-
ted with the applications and dis-
tributed to various interested par-
ties. This will be on sale in the 
Southwold Railway Shop for £10, 
but members can purchase copies 
for £7.50 including P&P. This is 
an historic step, of course, and we 
shall keep you informed of pro-

gress. Neither we nor the local au-
thorities have any experience of 
planning applications for railways 
so we will all have to follow our 
noses to some extent. 
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Thanks to Stewart Green and Tim 
Heaps we now have a new web-
site. This is shown opposite. You 
can contact us via this and new 
members can join online.  





���
�
�������
�
�������
�
�������
�
����
 



Record numbers for the Christmas Track 
Walk with 40 members and friends taking 
part. A brilliantly sunny day and an excel-

lent walk from Blythburgh to Southwold. 
Here we all are at the Cattle Creep near 
Walberswick for what has become the 
regular photo-opportunity. Once again  
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This will be on May 1st, the 
Bank Holiday, meeting at 
Halesworth Station at 
10.30am and walking to 
Wenhaston for lunch at the 
Queens Head, Blyford.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
���
	���������
	���������
	���������
	������ �
We extend a very warm welcome 
to new members Sue Doy 
(Southwold)  

festive comestibles were available 
at 1 Barnaby Green (below). 
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Another milestone this issue. Al-
though this newsletter is number 
51, this is actually the fiftieth 
newsletter we have published 
(Number 20 was an index).  We 
have advanced from a photocop-
ied, barely readable 8 page pro-
duction to the colour 16 page 
magazine that has now settled 
into a traditional format. It is al-
ways a struggle to get it together 
on time as you have no doubt no-
ticed, but you are all patient and 
many of you complimentary 
when it finally turns up. Over the 
years our regular contributors, Ian 
Bunting, David Lee and Alan 
Taylor have provided a backbone 
of copy and I have been and re-
main very grateful to them. We 
are always happy to receive con-
tributions from anybody who has 
something that may be of interest 

to other members. That is the 
only requirement. 
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A new Trust Member’s Certifi-
cate is enclosed to replace the one 
you were sent before (upon which 
we had omitted the name of the 
Trust��
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at 27 High Street, Southwold are  
Weds March 28th, April 25th , 
May 16th  (7.30pm) 
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A very warm welcome to new 
members  I M R Jowett - New 
Buckenham, Gordon Stevens - 
Ilford, Peter Lawrence - Nor-

wich Barry Clarke - Southwold,  
R J Cross - Brookmans Park, 

Martin Hill - Blunderston , Nigel 
Carver - Halesworth, Paul Tay-
lor - Halesworth, Keith Curtis - 
Barkway, Jill Taylor - Westleton 
Kerry Pace - Sanderstead, Alan 
Stutchbury - Reydon, Bob Rol-
lason - St Mellons, Chris Philli-
more - Chard Junction, Aidan 
Kelly - Braintree, M J Playle - 
Blaby, Raymond Green - Sax-
mundham, Colin Vickridge - 
Stowupland, Mark Perkins - 

Cambridge 
 John Bennett  March 11th 2007 
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Member David Smith is suggesting  a 
possibility for the above next year. If you 
are interested please contact him on 
email   ds@friston.net 
 
There are several different ways of accom-
plishing  this journey—points to take into ac-
count might cover: 1. Length of journey, 2. 
Start/finish point, 3. Routing/itinerary/time of 
year, 4. Standard of travel/class/hotels. So to 
come to some sort of basic decision to proceed 
from let us look at these various topics. 
1. From a personal point of view I would pre-
fer to do the entire journey in whatever form it 
takes in a maximum of three weeks: this 
should be sufficient to make stopovers en 
route at agreed places and to return to the UK 
by air from our final overland destination. 
Minimum time for what might be a rather 
rushed journey would be two weeks but one 
might make a good trip out of this if the start-
ing point were Moscow or St Petersburg. 
2. From a purist point of view, the journey 
should start in London and end in Vladi-
vostok: this would use the Trans Siberian 
proper which is the Rossiya (train No 2) tak-
ing 7 days to cover the 9,000+ kms from Mos-
cow leaving every second late evening. Allow 
3 further days to get to Moscow. Assuming, 
therefore, we start from London and travel via 
Moscow we are still left with alternative desti-
nations which can range from Beijing, Shang-
hai, Hong Kong or even Hanoi. Personally I 
would go for Hong Kong. There are, however, 
complications in making stopovers in Russia 
and you cannot do this if travelling from Mos-
cow on a train whose destination is outside 
Russia—got it? In addition to the Rossiya 
there are two other trains: train No 4 is Chi-
nese and leaves Moscow for Beijing on Tues-
day evenings taking 6 days via Mongolia—the 
other is the Vostok, a Russian train which 
leaves for Beijing on Friday nights taking six 
days but via Manchuria—a slightly longer 
journey. My preference would be London/
Moscow/Beijing/Shanghai/Hong Kong. A one 
way flight back to UK should be about £300. 
3. Spring would be a good time to do the trip 
although they say that winter in Siberia can be 

great and maybe February would be possible. 
Not sure how long winter lasts! So if we do 
this trip in 2008, Easter is very early (Good 
Friday 21st March) then I would like to be 
back in UK by the end of April. It will no 
doubt still be pretty cold in Siberia but the 
days will be getting longer.  Leaving London 
on Eurostar to Brussels is the obvious start: 
from there you can get to Moscow via Berlin 
or Warsaw (they all go via Warsaw but de-
pends on any stopover and what type of train 
you want). We either go straight to Moscow or 
have a break in Warsaw—preferable to Berlin. 
Dep. London lunchtime Day 1—arr. Warsaw 
morning of Day 2. Dep Warsaw morning of 
Day 3, arr. Moscow morning of Day 4.   The 
cost of this including 2 nights sleepers is about 
£200. Suggest a stop in Moscow and leave in 
the evening of Day 5 via the Rossiya for 
Irkutsk which is reached in the early hours of 
our 9th day. Stay 2 nights and leave on the 
Chinese train via Mongolia (Ulan Bator) for 
now Day 13. All of this, of course subject to  
change but roughly it seems to be correct as 
things stand at present. Doing this journey in 
two stages across Russia to China via Mongo-
lia would cost minimum of £250, quite a bit 
more if we book everything before we go. So 
let’s say £600 in fares to Beijing including 
sleepers all the way and meals (mostly in-
cluded in Russia but cheap enough otherwise). 
The rest of the journey through Shanghai to Hong 
Kong—approx 12 hours overnight sleeper Beijing/
Shanghai £60 then approx 24 hours on to Hong 
Kong for a further £60 including sleeper. I would 
suggest maybe 2 nights in Beijing and one in Shang-
hai (must try the airport shuttle!) and maybe one in 
HK before flying home on Day 20.. 
4. Any prices I have quoted are based on 2nd Class 
with sleepers and including some meals—mostly 3 
or 4 berth cabins. You can upgrade on all the trains 
to 1st either 2 berth or single for various supple-
ments maybe increasing the cost by 40%+. Either 
way it that 2nd Class is pretty acceptable to most 
though I guess, if you are a bit older and have the 
money then why not go up a notch. As for hotels , 
well, a bit of a stab in the dark might suggest about 
£30 per person per night sharing a twin/double al-
though I think Moscow could well be more than 
that: single could probably be double (ie same cost 
per room) but hard to say without knowing dates/
standards. Suggested period 9.4.08 to 28.4.08 
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To Tamworth and the Statford Farm Railway, where we had been invited to at-
tend a special day at the Hunslet Works. Here, Graham Lee,  now retired,  but 
still Chairman of the gigantic LH Engineering Group, is  building and restoring 
various transports of delight. There were four of us—Maureen Cooksey, John 
Ridgway (who took the photographs), my wife Jane and I. Despite a poor fore-
cast, the sum shone on us and we all had a most enjoyable day. Graham Lee has 
been travelling around the world obtaining various defunct and rotting locomo-
tives, shipping them back to the UK and putting them back in working order. But 
the best bit was driving the locos. Maureen and Jane drove the little Brazilian 
class Hunslet , as Mr Lee said, “rather faster round that bend than we have ever 
had it before”. JR , experienced from traction engine experience also had a go.  
But I confess, having never done it ever the experience of controlling what feels 
like a living thing, is totally magic. I am hooked. I have to have one. I am Toad 
smitten with Locomotive Madness. Poop-poop!                                Ed. 

�
Graham Lee,  Maureen  and Jane. 
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Brazil class Hunslet “Trangkil” No 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

...driven by Toad 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Adrian Shooter’s Sharp Stewart B class 
(overhauled by Ffestiniog Railway) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Statfold”—the first newly built Hunslet  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The resurrected Mallet 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

….operated by JR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Awaiting attention. What is it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Jack Lane”- the second new Welsh 
quarry Hunslet 
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A number of the Southwold Railway wagons were six wheelers using the Cleminson System. 
This system helped vehicles to negotiate curves with reduced friction... They were built by 
the Moy Wagon Company at their Peterborough Works. Moy were also coal merchants 
and they used their own wagons to carry their coal. No.1507 was one of three that they ran 
on the Southwold Railway. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By the 1920’s Moy’s decided to build two further wagons because the original ones 
were getting worse for wear. Here is No.1511 before despatch from Peterborough 

 



 

The Moy built wagons, although large by Southwold Railway standards, easily fitted in 
4 wheel standard gauge wagons. Here No.25 is on its way to Halesworth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
The two goods vans were rebuilt in the 1920,s. At the closure one of them entered the 
Southwold engine shed with two of the locomotives. During the war the locomotives 
and rolling stock were cut up for salvage. At Southwold the couplings and running 
gear were cut off the van but somehow the body survived and was used as a shed un-
noticed. In the 1960.s this shed re-appeared dumped in the station yard at Halesworth. 
From there it was moved to Southwold and it is now preserved at the East Anglia 
Transport Museum near Lowestoft. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Because of the low Southwold Railway platforms passengers were obliged to climb 
steps to reach the end balconies before entering  the carriages. The six passenger car-
riages also ran on the 6 wheel Cleminson system. 
 

By the 1920’s the carriages were in need of refurbishment. The sides were repanelled 
and the end balconies were enclosed with the original doors reused on the south side. 
The Railway catered for both First and Second Class passengers. At the closure the 
rolling stock was stored in the open at Halesworth. 

 



 The  Halesworth  Times  of  the 7th January re-
ported on a recent meeting of Southwold Town 
Council, ‘Arising out of the reports of the Estate 
and Works Committee was an application by the 
Southwold Railway Company for permission to 
hire a strip of Nos. 1 and 2 Buss Creek Marshes 
on the north side, also a strip of the road and 
Common on the south side of the Railway Station. 
After inspecting the lands the Committee recom-
mended that the application for the [land] off the 
entrance road be not entertained…and with re-
gard for a piece of Nos. 1 and 2 Buss Creek 
Marshes, the Committee were of the opinion that 
it was not advisable to disturb the allotment hold-
ers on No 2 Buss Creek Marsh, and recom-
mended that the railway company be offered 1 
rood and 20 perches off No. 1 Buss creek Marsh, 
being a strip about 40 feet wide, the full width of 
the Marsh, at a ground rent to be agreed upon. – 
The recommendations were confirmed.’ 
 
I have discussed these applications with David 
Lee and he agrees that they were for the new har-
bour branch, the extra land at Southwold Station 
possibly being needed to cope with the extra 
freight which would be worked back from the 
Harbour. 
 
At a Committee of the whole Council it was con-
firmed, ‘That the Gas Company be offered No. 6 
Buss Creek Marsh, on a perpetual rent charge of 
£20 per annum, with the right to run a siding 
from the Railway…’ 
 
The story is continued in the newspaper of 11th 

March, ‘In view of the Harbour Railway crossing 
the Wood’s End Marshes, it was agreed [by 
Southwold Town Council] that the [Railway] 
Company should make terms with existing ten-
ants for re-arrangements of their holdings, and 
compensate them for any loss thereby. In refer-
ence to further land required by the Railway 
Company at the [Southwold] Station Yard, Mr. 
Pain undertook to consult with his son, and if 
possible reduce the area of the allotment land re-
quired and submit a further plan.’ 
 
David Lee identifies Mr. Pain’s son as Claude 
Pain. He had joined the Railway Company and 
was to become the last surviving director. 
 
 
‘The Annual Dinner to the Employees in connec-
tion with the Great Eastern Railway and South-
wold Railway Companies at Halesworth Station 
took place on Friday evening [14th February] at 
the King’s Arms Hotel. A bountiful repast was 
provided by Host Breton, whose catering gave 
satisfaction to all and two hours’ extension of 
time having been obtained, a most enjoyable eve-
ning was spent. It will not be out of place here to 
mention that during the past year considerable 
alterations have been effected by the Great East-
ern Railway, the clerks’ office being enlarged to 
enable the staff to deal more easily with the con-
stantly increasing number of parcels and at the 
same time the waiting rooms have been reno-
vated and re-arranged. The chair was taken by 
the genial and popular Stationmaster, Mr. C. E. 
Jarvis, who…said 
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they were all proud of their [Great Eastern] di-
rectors, and the men ought to bear in mind that 
it was mainly through their Chairman, Lord 
Claud Hamilton, that their pay had been in-
creased and the hours of the signalmen re-
duced… He could again report that during the 
year at Halesworth their passengers and par-
cels had increased in number, whilst the South-
wold Railway had had a record half-year, in 
spite of the wet season, and one day in August 
they carried from Halesworth over 1,000 pas-
sengers to Southwold…’ 
 
The Halesworth Times of 22nd April appears to 
disagree with the view of a record half-year,  
‘The half-yearly meeting of the Southwold Rail-
way Company was recently held at Victoria 
Street, Westminster. Mr. Arthur C. Pain, the 
Chairman of the Directors presiding. The re-
port showed that the number of passengers car-
ried for the six months July 1st to December 
31st, 1912, was 66,400, against 71,704 in the 
corresponding period of 1911; the parcels 
25,691, against 24,757; the goods 3,565 tons, 
against 3,654; and the minerals, 3,262 tons, 
against 2,920 tons. The report proceeded to 
state that the total receipts from all sources 
amounted to £3,268 9s. 6d., against £3,345 14s. 
6d…a decrease of £77 5s. due to the wet sea-
son. The working expenses have been £1,827, 
against £1,767, an increase of £60. The per-
centage of working expenses to gross receipts 
was 53.90 against 52.81… After paying the rent 
charges and interest on debenture stocks, and 
providing for the dividend on the preference 
shares, the Directors recommended the decla-
ration for the half-year on the ordinary shares 
at the rate of 2 per cent. per annum, carrying 
forward a balance to the next half-year. In con-
sequence of alterations and amendments which 
have been made in the draft order authorising 
the construction of a branch line from the rail-
way to the harbour quay, and in the working 
agreement, which draft order and agreement 
was approved by the proprietors at the special 
general meeting held on the 29th March, 1912, 
it was necessary the proprietors should reap-
prove the order and agreement. The Chairman, 
in moving the adoption of the report, said the 
small decrease in the traffic and receipts was 
solely on account of the wet season. Mr. W. 
Steele Tomkins seconded, and the motion was 

adopted. Mr. Herbert W. Chambers and Mr. W. 
Steele Tomkins, the retiring directors, were re-
elected, as also was the auditor, Mr. J. F. 
Clarke. A special general meeting was after-
wards held to approve a provisional draft order 
made by the Light Railway Commissioners 
upon the application of the Southwold Harbour 
Company, which related to the connecting of 
Southwold Harbour with the Southwold Rail-
way.’ 
 
This was followed in the Halesworth Times on 
the 13th May (and repeated on the 20th May) by 
a front page notice from the Light Railways 
Commissioners stating that under the Light 
Railways Act of 1896, they had submitted to 
the Board of Trade ‘an Order…for the con-
struction of a Light Railway in the Borough of 
Southwold, in the County of Suffolk, connecting 
Southwold Harbour with the Southwold Rail-
way.’ Objections and amendments were to be 
lodged with the Board of Trade by 3rd June, 
1913. Copies of the Order could be obtained 
‘on payment of not exceeding one shilling per 
copy from ERNEST R. COOPER, ESQ., 1, 
Market Place Southwold, or, J. KENNEDY, 
ESQ., Abingdon Street, Westminster, S.W.’ 
 
Also appearing in the newspaper on the 13th 
May, ‘WHITSUNTIDE HOLIDAY – The traffic 
on the Great Eastern Railway has been heavy, 
although scarcely up to that of last year. The 
number of bookings at Liverpool St. for the 
week ending the 11th inst. was 101,366. During 
Friday and Saturday, many trains were run in 
duplicate and even triplicate. The great attrac-
tion…at Southwold, the promised aeroplane 
flight, providing  an inducement… In conse-
quence the Southwold Railway Company was 
taxed to its upmost capacity, the trains, which 
were very full, being drawn by two engines. 
During the day 556 passengers were booked at 
Halesworth during the day for Yarmouth num-
bered 70, and for Lowestoft 50.’  
On Wednesday 14th May The Red Cross held a 
display at Henham Park, ‘…the seat of Col. The 
Earl of Stradbroke…The 3rd East Anglian How-
itzer Brigade, of which Lord Stradbroke is 
Colonel will be in camp at Southwold that 
week, and the Yeomanry will be up for   
  



their annual training at Lowestoft, and a joint 
field-day is in contemplation, the Red Cross 
work taking place in the afternoon. The Boy 
Scouts of the neighbourhood, of which Lord 
Dunwich is a member, will also be found a 
place. The military inspection will, it is expected, 
be made by General Bethune, and Sir Frederick 
Treves, the famous surgeon who attended King 
Edward, and who had so much hospital experi-
ence in the South African War, will probably 
inspect the members of the Suffolk Red Cross… 
The display will be one of the most interesting 
and important held in the county for many 
years.’ 
Another account includes details of the travel 
arrangements, ‘After firing exercises by the 3rd 
Howitzer Brigade RFA(T) under the command of 
the Earl of Strabroke, 18 voluntary aid detach-
ments, some 250 men and women, will render 
first aid to 200 casualties. To be followed by the 
inspection of Territorials, two military bands 
play, a musical tea in the ballroom; dancing in 
the evening. The Great Eastern Railway Com-
pany will issue return tickets at a single fare and 
a third to Halesworth and Blythburgh from Ips-
wich, Framlingham, Aldeburgh, Yarmouth (S.
T.), Lowestoft (C.) and intermediate stations 
except Haddiscoe and Westerfield by trains due 
at Halesworth at 11.44, 11.59 a.m. and 1.12 p.
m.; and at Blythburgh at 12.25 and 1.45 p.m., 
available for return the same day from 
Blythburgh at 5.40 and 6.40 p.m., and any trains 
from Halesworth. Brakes will meet the trains at 
Blythburgh. Conveyances will leave the King’s 
Head Hotel, Beccles, at 10 a.m., 12 and 1 p.m. 
Buses will run from Clapham Road, Lowestoft, 
at 9.40 a.m. and 1.30 p.m., from Southwold 
every hour, starting at 10 a.m., and from 
Blythburgh Station.’ 
David Lee has estimated that for this display, in 
addition to the normal timetable the Southwold 
Railway probably ran a lunch time special from 
Halesworth to Blythburgh, followed by an empty 
stock movement back to Halesworth. In the eve-
ning it probably made an empty stock movement 
from Southwold to Blythburgh and then a spe-
cial from Blythburgh to Halesworth arriving at 
about 7 p.m. Notice also the growing provision 
of bus competition.     [To be continued] 
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by Graham 

Thurston  
First of all, a Happy Birthday to the South-
wold Railway Shop. Yes, the shop has been 
open a full year, so a warm thanks to all 
those who have volunteered to do sessions 
at the sharp end of the re-instatement pro-
ject. And a very special thanks to Jane Ben-
nett who laid on a feast for shop workers 
before Christmas at 1 Barnaby Green. 
Now is obviously the quieter time of year, 
but still the visitors come. A recent high-
light was the donation of a vast hoard of 
models and kits. (Many thanks to Brian 
Smith) Well done if you managed to get 
what you wanted, but as I write a deal has 
been done for the remainder, so once again, 
please look out what you don’t want, and 
donate it to the shop. Model stuff sells well, 
and indeed some people come in thinking it 
is a model shop. 
We get the occasional local, not necessarily 
interested in the Railway, but wanting to 
see how it will affect him. They can in-
variably be reassured about our plans, so 
this is an invaluable side to our work. In-
deed one person recently opined that if the 
Railway had survived to the present day, 
and someone proposed closing it, then the 
town would rise up to keep it open. I’m sure 
he’s right. See you in the Shop. 
 

MAY TRACK WALK  10.30 
am, May 28th, meeting at Wenhaston Sta-
tion site and walking to Halesworth, with 
some comestibles at Alastair and Jill 
McFarlane’s  house, The Folly, at about 1 
pm. Please let Maureen know if you are 
coming. 
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Gauging Opinions 
We have had several letters about the 
gauge  with some adamant views in favour 
of both 3 foot and 2 foot gauge. Here are 
two of the letters. More next issue.  Ed 
 

From Alan Taylor 
Philip Ford says in his letter that the action is in 
the 2ft gauge. Yes, he is right if one goes by 
what is on the ground or on paper. There are 
existing 2ft lines, or plans for new lines, at the 
Welsh Highland, Ffestiniog, Bala Lake, Llan-
beris Lake, Brecon Mountain, Vale of Rheidol, 
Leighton Buzzard, South Tynedale, Lynton and 
Barnstaple, West Lancashire, Statfold, Amber-
ley, Penryn, Threlfeld Quarry, Derbyshire Dales, 
Gartell Light, Greenlea Light, Hayling Seaside, 
Hollycombe, Leadhills and Wanlockhead, Kei-
der, Purbeck, Ironbridge, Groudle Glen, Teifi, 
Brownhills, Bredgar and Wormshill, Kew 
Bridge and nearer home Bressingham and the 
East Anglia Transport Museum (where the 
Southwold van body is on display). 
Do we want to add the Southwold Railway to that list? 
I think not. An objective of the Southwold Railway 
Trust is to recreate the Railway from Halesworth to 
Southwold as authentically as possible. No way would 
2ft gauge be authentic. 
As to locomotives and rolling stock, much will eventu-
ally have to be new build. To start with, a diesel is 
likely to be the motive power. For track repair the 
Manx Electric has been using a diesel from the Irches-
ter Railway Museum and it is quite possible that there 
are surplus diesels on the Irish Peat railways. The Isle 
of Man Railway may well have spare carriages which 
can be hired. The IOM does not use all of its steam 
locomotives and there are still some in Ireland from its 
3ft lines. Further afield, 3ft exists in both North and 
South America and on sugar plantations on Pacific 
Islands. These are possible sources of steam locomo-
tives to be used until the replica SRy ones can be 
manufactured. Steam locomotives are now being built 
in this country; both Ffestiniog and Brecon Mountain 
have their own facilities and there are also independent 
manufacturers. 
Over the years I have driven the 2ft at Bressingham 
(the 15” was much more fun) and ridden a good num-
ber of British narrow gauge railways. Some offered 
magnificent scenery, some dawdled along, some were 
not waterproof, and the ride on some could best be 
described as boneshaking. Southwold cannot offer the 
Welsh scenery but I can see no reason why it cannot 

offer a comfortable and interesting ride on a railway 
that is different from the rest.  
 

From Peter  Bridges 
I believe the recommendation from several members 
for reinstatement of the Southwold Railway on a 2ft 
gauge track merits full consideration by us all. The 
case for acquiring, borrowing and visiting rolling stock 
is compelling. Experience and back-up facilities for 
maintenance are also relevant. I suggest that the test of 
authenticity from the  public’s viewpoint, and this 
includes bodies such as National Lottery Heritage as 
well as movie producers, is that the rolling stock 
should look authentic. 
This can be tested and demonstrated by superimposing 
a drawing of the distinctive outline of a Southwold 
locomotive and a coach onto respective 2ft gauge 
chassis. From the point of mechanical design the only 
likely difficulty is the loco firebox/grate arrangement. 
But, if the boiler is not to be coal-fired this should not 
be a problem. I believe the visual effect would be very 
satisfactory. I know that the Reg Carter cartoons (I 
inherited one unused packet of original postcards) 
always depicted an absurdly broad gauge locomotive 
but I don’t see actual photographs looking that way. It 
would be ironic if the Reg Carter image became the 
(dog)bone of contention in the debate! Do any car-
toons depict Southwold Railway in the Emett style I 
wonder? 
I agree that the Welsh Highland (and Ffestiniog) is in 
the hands of very competent people. In proposing 2ft 
gauge (in practice equivalent to 60cms) for Southwold, 
it can be said to regulatory bodies that this allows the 
track and rolling stock to be made consistent with safe, 
well proven UK and European practice. 
The gauge-converted rolling stock drawings also pro-
vide \n opportunity to compare the structure clearance 
gauge drawings of Southwold and Welsh Highland etc. 
I would not anticipate difficulty in accommodating 
“visitors” but any potential for train crew and passen-
gers to lean out  and reach out is taken seriously these 
days. And sunny day holidaymakers expect to lean 
out! 
Writing from a position of ignorance I must , of 
course, apologise to anybody who has already com-
pleted these drawing exercises. 
I also suggest that the new Southwold-Blythburgh  line 
of route be promoted as a “diversion” of that originally 
authorised. Most of the Welsh Highland follows an 
original route. This greatly improves the case for level 
crossings. National policy is to eliminate level cross-
ings—eventually. New level crossings are to be dis-
couraged. By promoting the new route out of South-
wold as a “diversion” it might be argued that the level 
crossings proposed are a substitution for crossings 
given up on the old route. The argument may seem 
tenuous but even sympathetic officials need ideas to 
hang their hats on. . 
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This is on Saturday 21st April and, instead of the evening do,  

will be at lunchtime, 12.30pm for 1.00pm at  
THE BLYTH HOTEL, Station Road, Southwold .  

 £16.50 per head including coffee, VAT and service charge. 
 

Starters 
 

Cream of Broccoli Soup 
Chicken Liver Terrine 

Medley of Melon and fresh raspberries 
 

(starters are served with warm bread rolls and butter) 
 

Main courses 
 

Chicken Breast in white wine asparagus cream 
Sirloin Steak with creamy Peppercorn Sauce (served medium) 

Pan Roasted Fillet of Cod on a bed of creamy leaks 
Mediterranean vegetable and goats cheese tart 

 
(all served with seasonal vegetables and potatoes) 

 
Desserts 

 
Fresh Fruit Salad served with Crème Fraiche 

Mocha Mousse Cup 
Strawberrry cheesecake  

 
To book please write to Geoff Crabb, 8 Loftus Avenue, Reydon IP18 6PX 
by 12th April giving choice of dishes and enclosing a cheque payable to 

Len Harris. No refunds can be made after this date unless there is a wait-
ing list and replacements can be arranged. 

 
There will be a suitably steamy film at the Electric Picture Palace  

afterwards. 



 

. 
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 Please send any orders to the shop, with a cheque payable to the Southwold Rail-
way Shop, and allowing 10% of the cost to cover P&P (min £1). All orders will be 
gratefully received . 

 
SOUTHWOLD RAILWAY & BLYTH VALLEY WALK  £5    The 
well- received guide to walking the trackbed (or adjacent footpaths) with details of the railway, wildlife 

and a complete list, with locations,  of all SR features extant or disappeared.    
 

THE SOUTHWOLD RAILWAY CHILDREN   £9.95 
Book of reminiscences of people who travelled, as children, on the SR. Many original and previously un-

published photographs and drawings.  
 

BRANCH LINE TO SOUTHWOLD  £14.95 
The excellent Mitchell & Smith book. Hardback 

 

RAILS TO SOUTHWOLD VIDEO  £14.95,  DVD  £16.95 
 - the 30 min Hillside film of the SR including early newsreel footage of the line 

 

THE HERONRY PRINT 
£15 in a tube- Peter Green's excellent painting on an A2 size landscape format print showing SR 

train between Blythburgh and Walberswick 

. 
JOE CROWFOOT POSTCARDS  £9 

Set of 18 full colour postcards each containing a charming SRy watercolour  
 

SOUTHWOLD RAILWAY GAME  - £12.95 
Entertaining SR board game 

  

BACK ISSUES  OF NEWSLETTER  £2.50 
 

SECOND HAND RAILWAY BOOKS 
 

SRS BADGE £3�


